152

TO THE STUDENTS

the Simon Boycott Day. The absence was 110 doubt unautho
rized. The students were technically in the wrong. They should
have at least asked for formal permission before they absented
themselves. But boys are the same all the world over. One might
as well hope to restrain the winds as hope to curb the roused
enthusiasm of students. There was at best a youthful indiscre-
tion. This was condoned by the Principal after a great deal of
negotiation; the boys being permitted optionally to appear for
their terminal examination on a fee of Rs. 3 each, it being under-
stood that the majority would appear and that those who did
not would not be in any way punished. The Principal, however,
it is alleged, broke his pledge and put up notice making it com-
pulsory for the boys to appear for the terminal examination
upon payment of Rs. 3 each. This naturally incensed the boys.
They felt, ' If the salt loseth its savour, wherewith shall it be
'salted?' They therefore struck work. The rest is simple. The
strike continues and friends and critics alike certify to the great
self-restraint and correct conduct of the boys. In my opinion,
students of a college are in duty bound to resist such breach of
honour by their Principal as is alleged against the Principal of
the Gujarat College. It is impossible to tender to a teacher that
unreserved respect to which he is entitled by reason of his
honourable calling when he is found to be guilty of breach of
honour.
If the students are resolute there can be but one end to the
strike, viz., withdrawal of the offending notice and an absolute
promise of immunity from any punishment to the students. In-
deed the most proper thing would be for the Government to
appoint another Principal for the College.
There is in the Government Colleges too much of espionage
and persecution of boys holding pronounced political views or
taking any part in political gatherings not liked by the Govern-
ment. It is high time that this unwarranted interference was
stopped. In a country groaning as India is under foreign rule,
it is impossible to prevent students from taking part in move-
ments for national freedom. All that can be done is to regulate
their enthusiasm so as not to interfere with their studies. They
may not become partisans taking sides with warring parties.
But they have a right to be left free to hold and actively to advo-
cate what political opinion they choose. The function of